
Assembling the Astrolabe
The astrolabe is downloaded in five (5) separate pieces: The main parts are the front and the back, glued back to 
back (if you received the astrolabe as part of the AstroFest at the Rio Tinto Alcan Planetarium in Montreal on 
Saturday, May 7, 2022, the pieces were not glued, to allow you to place them, if desired, on a wooden or plastic 
plate, or stronger cardboard, or to have them plastified); the short rule and the long alidade; and the black rete 
or “spider.”
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En blanc : Trajectoire annuelle apparente du Soleil

À la longitude de 73° 33′ 03″ ouest, le Soleil est

en avance de +05 min 48 s sur l’horloge.
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Positive : le Soleil est en avance sur l’horloge

(en plus de l’équation du temps)

Front

Ruler (short)

Rete or 
spider

Continues on p. 2

Not the centre!

Align all three 
centres, in the 
same order as 
shown; front, 
rete, ruler

Align the 
two centers; 
the alidade 

goes over the 
back of the 

astrolabe

A brad is ideal 
for holding 
the pieces 
together

Back

Alidade
(long)

The centre is 
the black dot; 

not the red one!
Glue these pieces 

back‑to‑back
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Folding the Alidade
Once the pieces are downloaded and cut, you must fold the alidade as follows, and make small holes where the 
black dots are.

‑10 0
ƒquation du temps
10

→ glue ←

punch → punch →

→ glue ←

← punch← punch

punch
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Fully Assembled—Front

The rete or spider, the ruler, and the alidade must be able to turn freely.

Fully Assembled—Back


